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Drew Consenza RN
[bookmark: _Hlk531267228]Describe your position or job. What do you do in your present position or job? For agencies and organizations, identify the population served in the community and services provided by the organization
My name is Drew Consenza, I am a registered nurse at Healthcare Internacional. As a nurse, my role consists of triaging patients, administering injections, immunizations, assisting with diagnostics tests such as anal pap smears, also treating patients with STIs such as Gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis. I also perform HIV testing, blood draws and STI panels such as oral and anal swabs
The population that I serve is mostly LGBT population. 90 % of our patients are HIV positive the remaining 10% is HIV negative whose partners or significant others are positive or heterosexuals that are on Truvada, pre-exposure prophylaxis (PREPP) or have other comorbidities. Along with that, there is a percentage of patients that come here for addiction treatment or for monitoring of other infectious diseases such as hepatitis C, or treatment for STIs.  
Describe a few activities that occupy the majority of your day.
Some of the activities that occupy the majority of my day are again, triaging patients which includes depression assessment, refilling prescriptions online, administering immunizations, make sure that we have enough supplies in stock for our patients and notifying results to patients. Education occupies a big part of my time because I spend enough time with my patients to teach them prevention strategies and many times I pick up emotional stressors that may be affecting treatment outcomes. 

What are the community health and social issues in your aggregate group?
Because most of our patients are HIV positive, one of the major issues is medication compliance. A big part of this is a screening of depression and dealing with psychosocial factors that may influence their mental health. Treatment adherence is important for these patients but when they are depressed they lose interest in life. It is hard to focus on treatment when you have issues such as not knowing where will you be spending the night or if you will have anything to eat the next day.
is helping them to maintain their health by being compliant with medications, screening, prevention for other infections such as STIs, Hep C etc, for people who are already infected to make sure they receive the education.
.




Whose help will be needed to address these health and social issues?
I think that there are many ways to help. First of all, financial collaboration is always welcome and one of our missions is to make sure that resources are available to the community. Secondly, even though I think our federal policies have come a long way, there is always room for improvement and for that, we need the policymakers help. Lastly, the people who would be helped by addressing these issues can be pretty much anyone in the community. Nobody is free of the risk of contracting any of these diseases, they don’t have to be part of the LGTB community to contract them, they can be just any human being, therefore is everyone’s issues.

Pattie Mcknight
Describe your position or job. What do you do in your present position or job?
I am the Executive Director at Healthcare Advocates International and I manage the office here in CT and in the work that we do for Zimbabwe AIDS project in Africa.
The population that we serve LGBTQ and HIV community in all aspects of that, wether is homelessness, drug abuse, medication, suicide, whatever it is within those groups whatever it is the services they need, we take care of. My job, my responsibility is to make sure that the money continues to be allocated towards our mission and we stay mission focused
Describe a few activities that occupy the majority of your day.
Activities that occupy the majority of my day, I try not to be too much of a firefighter but I do put out small fires sometimes. Mainly, I deal with accountants, payroll company, I deal with our benefits package for our office staff. I organize the events such as the upcoming travel to Africa and the World’s AIDS day celebration that is coming up soon. 
What are the community health and social issues in your aggregate group?
Many social issues within the community we serve. HIV, STIs,  and the stigma that they all bring, we deal with the fact that many people within the LGBT  community are homeless, they are at higher risks for suicide, depression and drug abuse because the stigma that society has put on them. 

Whose help will be needed to address these health and social issues?
Everyone’s help is needed. Whether is a doctor or a pharmacy, or a financial contributor are the first things that come to mind but I think, we need everyone’s help because the stigma is something that we all need to keep a handle on and keep an eye on. A lot of the issues we see in this community are born from the stigma and the judgment.  I think we can all work on that whether is our own judgment or whether we see it in someone else doing it, we need everyone’s help to prevent that this continues to happen.
Drew Consenza RN
Describe your position or job. What do you do in your present position or job? For agencies and organizations, identify the population served in the community and services provided by the organization
My name is Drew Consenza, I am a registered nurse at Healthcare Internacional. As a nurse, my role consists of triaging patients, administering injections, immunizations, assisting with diagnostics tests such as anal pap smears, also treating patients with STIs such as Gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis. I also perform HIV testing, blood draws and STI panels such as oral and anal swabs
The population that I serve is mostly LGBT population. 90 % of our patients are HIV positive the remaining 10% is HIV negative whose partners or significant others are positive or heterosexuals that are on Truvada, pre-exposure prophylaxis (PREPP) or have other comorbidities. Along with that, there is a percentage of patients that come here for addiction treatment or for monitoring of other infectious diseases such as hepatitis C, or treatment for STIs.  
Describe a few activities that occupy the majority of your day.
Some of the activities that occupy the majority of my day are again, triaging patients which includes depression assessment, refilling prescriptions online, administering immunizations, make sure that we have enough supplies in stock for our patients and notifying results to patients. Education occupies a big part of my time because I spend enough time with my patients to teach them prevention strategies and many times I pick up emotional stressors that may be affecting treatment outcomes. 

What are the community health and social issues in your aggregate group?
Because most of our patients are HIV positive, one of the major issues is medication compliance. A big part of this is a screening of depression and dealing with psychosocial factors that may influence their mental health. Treatment adherence is important for these patients but when they are depressed they lose interest in life. It is hard to focus on treatment when you have issues such as not knowing where will you be spending the night or if you will have anything to eat the next day.
Whose help will be needed to address these health and social issues?
Organizations like ours can do so much to help but unfortunately is not enough. More awareness it’s needed and for that, we need everyone's help. Policymakers also need to advocate for these patients. We need to facilitate access to the resources and create new resources to cover the community needs. Mental health is a not only an issue within this community but a national and I would say a worldwide issue.


Patient at Healthcare Advocates International

[bookmark: _GoBack]R.D. 71 years old male
Describe your position or job. What do you do in your present position or job?
I am currently retired so I am home all day
Describe a few activities that occupy the majority of your day.
I run errands and cook. My husband works full time so I am in charge of the house. I don’t mind, I enjoy it but sometimes I run off things to do and I get bored.
What are the community health and social issues in your aggregate group?
I contracted the HIV in the early nineties and I suffered the impact of the stigma that HIV meant back then. Nowadays, I see that newly diagnosed people are better supported and more educated. Things have changed a lot since I was diagnosed. Having HIV was a death penalty back in the days. After my diagnosis, I moved from Kentucky to New York and I started a new life because I didn’t want my family and friends to know. I found a new job and I started from scratch, but that didn’t help because once they found out, I lost them anyway. Even though the stigma is much less is still strong, that is the main issue within the community.  
Whose help will be needed to address these health and social issues?
I think that support groups are really helpful. There are many around but none is dedicated to older adults. I think it would be great to have support groups for people who have been dealing with HIV for more than 30 years like me. It’s something that I would be interested to do. It would be good for the community and for people like me. I guess I can talk to my doctor and suggest the idea and we can start our own support group, wouldn’t that be great? 





